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I Believe in the Holy Ghost

20. Lord’s Day

Question 53. What dost thou believe concerning the Holy Ghost?

Answer: First, that he is true and coeternal God with the Father and the Son; (a) secondly, that he is
also given me, (b) to make me by a true faith, partaker of Christ and all his benefits, (c) that he may
comfort me (d) and abide with me for ever. (e)

(a) 1 John 5:7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost:
and these three are one. Gen. 1:2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. Isa. 48:16 Come ye near
unto me, hear ye this; I have not spoken in secret from the beginning; from the time that it was, there am
I: and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me. 1 Cor. 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 1 Cor. 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? Acts 5:3
But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part
of the price of the land? Acts 5:4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it
not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto
men, but unto God. (b) Gal. 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Matt. 28:19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Matt. 28:20 Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the
world. Amen. 2 Cor. 1:21 Now he which establisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God; 2 Cor. 1:22 Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts. Eph. 1:13 In
whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also
after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, (c) Gal. 3:14 That the blessing of
Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith. 1 Pet. 1:2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you,
and peace, be multiplied. 1 Cor. 6:17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit. (d) Acts 9:31
Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and
walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied. John 15:26 But
when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me: (e) John 14:16 And I will pray the Father, and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; 1 Pet. 4:14 If ye be reproached
for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he
is evil spoken of, but on your part he is glorified.




The rendering of the Hebrew RUACH and the Greek PNEUMA into the English “Ghost”
originally was not the least bit misleading. The word is derived from the Middle English “gost” or
“goost” and the Anglo-Saxon “gast” which meant “breath” or “spirit”' which is exactly what the
Biblical words meant. Words undergo change and the word “Ghost,” which now implies a spook or
something frightening, is no longer an appropriate translation. We noted that the Apostles’ Creed is
structured around the work of God the Father (in creation), God the Son (redemption) and God the
Spirit (sanctification). “I believe in the Holy Spirit: so starts the Creed’s third paragraph. From the
creating work of the Father and the rescue work of the Son, it turns to the re-creating work of the Spirit,
whereby men are actually made new in and through Christ. So we hear of church (new community),
forgiveness (new relationship), resurrection (new existence), and everlasting life (new fulfillment). But first
comes a profession of faith in the Spirit himself.”> I personally doubt if there has been a more
controversial subject among Christians over the last few decades than this one. Beginning with the birth
of Pentecostalism at the turn of the century and with the explosion of the Charismatic movement in the
1960's and 70's (continuing on and on in what is now called “The Third Wave”),’ the subject of the gifts
and ministries of the Holy Spirit has taken center stage in the church. Charismatics point to this as
evidence of God’s blessing on them and predict that the future success of the church is entirely in the
hands of Charismatics.* I, on the other hand, see this from a different angle. Within both the wider
culture and evangelicalism, there has been, as Lane Dennis recently noted, “a broad shift away from the
thinking (and reading) toward feeling and experience. The result in the Church is a superficial feeling
(experienced-based theology rather than an in-depth, carefully thought out Christian commitment.”’
This is especially the case when we turn our attention to the present day Charismatic movement. David
F. Wells makes this telling observation: “Many charismatics have made the experience of God rather
than the truth of God foundational. The self therefore becomes pivotal. This, in turn, links with the
deep subterranean sense of progress that is inescapable in America, as the proponents of this movement
tout it as the most recent cresting of the Spirit. Here is the cutting edge of progress in what God is now
doing. This by itself is a validation of all that takes place within this movement and within its churches.
In America, it has always been hard to quarrel with success; it is even more futile when there are those
who are convinced that the success has been divinely produced. Yet, if one understands modernity, it is
not difficult to imagine that much of what is vaunted as the Spirit’s work may have causes that are rather
more natural. Nor is it difficult to understand that where a religion is busy accommodating itself to
culture there will be a period of success before the disillusionment sets in. In the end, those who
promote the sort of Christianity that accommodates the culture always have to answer the question as to
what they are offering in Christ that cannot be had from purely secular sources.”® Seeking visions or
striving to receive some kind of special revelation or speaking in tongues — are these really the Bible’s
emphasis on the Holy Spirit? “The key to understanding the New Testament view of the Spirit’s work is
to see that his purpose is identical with the Father’s — namely, to see glory and praise come to the Son.”’
We direct our attention today to the personality of the Spirit.

L. THE OTHER COMFORTER

Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit as another Counselor. The language used here implies that the
Spirit is a counselor just like Jesus.® It is important to note that Jesus declares that the Holy
Spirit is in some ways like Himself — the Spirit is a Person, not an energy force. Hodge
writes: “Those early heretical sects, general styled Monarchians and Patripassians, all with
subordinate distinctions taught that there was but one person as well as one essence in the
Godhead, who, in different relations, is called Father, Son, or Holy Ghost. In the sixteenth
century Socinus, who taught that Jesus Christ was a mere man, maintained that the term
Holy Ghost is in Scripture used as a designation of God’s energy, when exercised in a
particular way.”’



II. THE SPIRIT’S PERSONALITY

A. The personal actions ascribed to Him abundantly prove that the Spirit is a person (John
14:26, I Corinthians 12:11).

B. His distinction from the Father and the Son, and His mission from both, prove it (John
15:26).

C. The co-ordinate rank and power which belong to Him equally with the Father and the Son
prove it (Matthew 28:19; II Corinthians 13:14).

D. His appearance under a visible form at the baptism of Christ and on the day of Pentecost
proves it.

E. The sin against the Holy Spirit implying a Person proves it.

F. The way in which He is distinguished from His gifts proves it (I Corinthians 12:11).

III. THE SENDING OF THE SPIRIT

This would happen on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2). “We must,” wrote John Murray,
“appreciate the place of Pentecost in the accomplishment of God’s redemptive purpose. It is a
cardinal even to be placed alongside the death, resurrection, ascension, and heavenly ministry of
Christ.”" Note that the sending of the Spirit is ascribed to both the Father and the Son. The era
of the holy Spirit has been inaugurated. But Pentecost is specifically a Christological event (cf.
Colossians 2:11-3:4).

IV. THE CAPACITY IN WHICH THE SPIRIT IS SENT

He is called the Comforter or Counselor. Note the context. How does the Spirit comfort Christ’s
people? By means of truth revealed in God’s Word. He is the Spirit of truth and Christ’s people
will be sanctified by the Word (John 17:17). It is the function of the Spirit to enable us to not
only understand the meaning of Scripture but to be gripped by it so that it convicts us and moves
us to obedience. Thus the Scriptures are the instrumental means whereby the Spirit comforts and
directs believers (cf. Romans 15:4, 13 and Psalm 119:25, 28). !

CONCLUSION: The blessed Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth, seeks to glorify Christ. This is His chief
function. This is how the Spirit brings comfort and strength to Christ’s people. He discloses the
unsearchable riches of Christ to those who implore His presence and activity.”” Has the glory of the
Person and work of Christ captivated your heart and mind? If so, it is because the Spirit of truth has
powerfully worked in your life. This is what the Holy Spirit delights to do and He will not cease to do so
until all of Christ’s people have been transformed into the likeness of the Son of God."
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