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OUR GREAT GIFT-GIVING GOD

measure up to this joyous season. The sights and sounds, not to mention the food, all contribute to
making this the most memorable time of the year. Is there anything more calculated to bring
smiles to our faces than the way little children light up on Christmas morning? We love giving and
receiving presents and this is the thing that we usually remember the most, long after the season has
passed. Christmas time — how quickly it comes and goes, each one memorable and each one, in its own
way, serving to mark the passing of the years. “Time,” as Isaac Watts long ago penned, “like an ever-
rolling stream, bears all its sons away.”' This may be our last Christmas together with all our families and
friends. We have no way of knowing what next year will bring. The thought is so uncomfortably
sobering that we choose not to dwell on it very long — especially at this time of the year. 1 am not calling
you to become preoccupied in a morbid fashion with death. I am, however, going to use this occasion to
deal with some biblical truths that should force us to look anew at the realities of life...and death.
L THE FATHER’S GIFTS TO HIS SON
“The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand” (John 3:35). Notice the words
“all things.” We read elsewhere in the New Testament of the Father’s donation to the Son (John
13:3; Matthew 11:27; Luke 10:22). What does “all things” (ESV) or “everything” (NIV) mean?
The Angel Gabriel declares that “the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David”
(Luke 1:32). He is given power and authority (Matthew 9:8; John 11:22; 17:2). Judgment has been
handed over to Him (John 5:22, 27). Seven times He declares that believers have been given Him by
His Father (John 6:37; 10:29; 17:2, 6, 9, 24; 18:9). Because the Father gave them to His Son, they
are His and He will never lose any one of them (John 6:39) because He has given them to eternal life
(John 17:2). The Father gave Him a work to accomplish (John 17:4) and He has completed it.
“People do not come to Christ because it seems to them a good idea. It never does seem a good
idea to natural man. Apart from a divine work in their souls (cf. John 16:8), men remain
contentedly in their sins. Before men can come to Christ, it is necessary that the Father give them to
Him.”* In John 17:7, Jesus says that the “all things” given Him are from the Father. This may
sound a bit redundant at first, but consider this. God the Father is giving to the Son that which is
His. Itis impossible to give away something that is really not yours to give. The Father gives the Son
His name (17:11, 12). The Son is here affirming that He possesses the very nature and character of
God. Likewise, He later declares the Father has given Him glory (17:22, 24). Part of that glory
included the cross, whereby He brought glory to God and accomplished redemption (John 18:11).
II. GOD’S GIFT OF HIS SON TO THE WORLD
James 1:5 says that God gives generously to all. A few verses later we read “every good and perfect
gift is from the Father” (James 1:17). In Matthew 7:11, Jesus says, “Your Father in heaven gives
good gifts.” Acts 17:25 declares that God “gives to all life and breath and all things.” God’s
choicest gifts, however, are spiritual. The disciples, declares Jesus, are given the mystery of the
Kingdom (Mark 4:11). It was the Father’s good pleasure to give this to them (Luke 12:32). Jesus
gives them authority over the demons (Mark 6:7). Our Lord gives peace that is not of the world and
can be known only by His own (John 14:27). The greatest giff is God’s gift of eternal life (Romans
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6:23). This is supremely a giff of God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8). This was purchased by Christ who
gave His life (living and dying) so that He might give eternal life to His own (John 6:27, 33; 10:28).
God’s love is demonstrated in the giving of His only begotten Son (John 3:16). The nature of God’s
giving His Son is described by the Apostle Paul in Romans 3:25 where God displays His justice and
His love by giving His Son to be a propitiatory sacrifice for sin. There is simply no way to
adequately describe this marvelous gift of God (2 Corinthians 9:15).°
III. GOD’S GIFT OF THE SPIRIT
Over and over again we are told that we cannot receive anything unless it is given to us (Matthew
19:11; John 3:27). Contrary to popular teaching in many Evangelical circles, we cannot turn to
Christ in saving faith unless we are efficaciously drawn by the Father (John 6:65); we do not
naturally possess the capacity to receive the gift of God (Mark 8:12; John 19:9). God, therefore,
gives the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 4:8). It is the Spirit of truth who is given us (John 14:16-17). But He
could not be given until Jesus was glorified (John 7:39).* God gives us His Spirit as a deposit of
what is to come (2 Corinthians 1:22; 5:5) and for the assurance of abiding in God (1 John 4:13).
CONCLUSION: Here at Christmas time, we give gifts to one another. There is nothing innately wrong
with this. We are told in Acts 20:35 that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” We are called upon
to give. In Romans 14:12, Paul speaks of the responsibility of giving account of oneself to God. We must
remember that failure to give (or wrong giving) is also found in the New Testament. People fail to give
glory to God (Acts 12:23). The Apostle Paul was concerned about the danger of giving occasion to
stumble (2 Corinthians 6:3). He warns the Ephesians not to give place to the Devil (Ephesians 4:27). We
are obligated to give praise and glory to God (Revelation 4:9; 14:7; 19:6, 7). We have received so much
and to whom much is given much is required (Luke 12:48). May God help us all to take stock of the
things we have received and may He grant to us an ever increasing recognition of His matchless gift of
salvation which Christ has accomplished for us.
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