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A BETTER PRIEST;
THE PARALLEL WITH MELCHIZEDEK

The priestly office of Christ, writes Vos, “stands side by side with His revealing
function. In one passage the author connects all three offices of Christ, referring to
them in order (1:1-3). But especially the revealing function and the priesthood are
conjoined in 3:1, “Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession Christ Jesus.”
Note that the single definite article is used for both nouns, binding the two closely
together. Also note that the author says consider the Apostle, etc. Christ is worthy of
attention in both of these capacities, as is indicated by the added words of our
confession (profession). This, then, is what we must confess of Christ. Further, the goal
is stated: Partakers of the heavenly calling, consider ... To reach this heavenly calling,
we must consider Christ.”' Chapter seven is of paramount importance for the
understanding of Hebrew, since the relationship of Christ to Melchizedek is his (the
author’s) unique and characteristic thought. Regarding this, Milligan wrote, “he (the
writer) has one aim before him — not merely to establish the superiority of the
priesthood of Melchizedek over that of Aaron, but to bring out its different and
independent character, that character which belonged first and essentially to the High
priest of the Christian dispensation, although it had been shadowed forth, as in
preparatory copy, in His Melchizedekean forerunner. In order, therefore, to
understand the priesthood of our Lord, we have to pass beyond the Old Testament
arrangement for the Levitical priesthood, and think of a still more ancient and famous
“order.””
The author conceives of spirituality as access to God. This is possible by:
a. Covenant, or divine promises
b. Sacrifice, or divine redemption
c. Priesthood or divine mediation
I. THE SIMILARITY OF MELCHIZEDEK’S PRIESTHOOD TO CHRIST’S (vv. 1-3)
(1). In this introduction there is one major point: Christ and Melchizedek have
similar offices.
(2). S. Lewis Johnson proposes we interpret Genesis 14 as Hebrews 7. What do we
find?
A. SIMILAR IN LENGTH OF PRIESTHOOD (vv. 3, 8)
Bruce comments, “nothing is said of his parentage, nothing is said of his
ancestry (something essential for the Aaronic priest) or progeny, nothing is said
of his birth, nothing is said of his death. He appears as a living man, king of
Salem and priest of God Most High; and as such he disappears. In all this —in
the silences as well as in the statements — he is a fitting type of Christ; in fact, the
record by the things it says of him and by the things it does not say has



assimilated him to the Son of God.® Jesus has in reality, what Melchizedek had
only typically, NEITHER BEGINNING OF DAYS NOR END OF LIFE and ABIDES A
PRIEST PERPETUALLY. “Jesus,” continues Bruce, ‘“is not portrayed after the
pattern of Melchizedek, but Melchizedek is MADE LIKE UNTO THE SON OF
GOD.”*
B. SIMILAR IN NAME (vv. 1-2) cf. Jer. 23:7; Isa. 32:17; Ps. 85:104.
Hughes points out the significance of the Hebrew names Melchizedek and
Salem, “the former,” says Hughes, “of which means ‘King of righteousness’ and
the latter, ‘peace’. Accordingly, as KING OF RIGHTEOUSNESS and KING OF
PEACE Melchizedek is presented as the type of the messianic priest-king, and
the marks of whose kingdom are righteousness and peace. In Christ we see the
appearance of the expected everlasting king promised to David’s line under
whom righteousness flourishes and peace abounds (Ps. 72:7; cf. Ps. 97:2; 98:3,
9); he is ‘the Prince of Peace’ of the increase of whose government and peace
there shall be no end (Isa. 9:6f); he is the long awaited king who will speak
peace to the nations (Zech. 9:9f), and ‘the righteous Branch’, whose name is ‘The
Lord our Righteousness’ and who administers justice in his glorious reign (Jer.
23:5f; 33:15f). As king he is just, and as priest he justifies all who trust in his
atoning sacrifice (Rom. 3:26; 5:8f)"°
C. SIMILAR IN BASIS (v. 3)
Their priesthoods are not genealogical; they rest in what they are. “Thus,”
remarks Milligan, “the priesthood of Melchizedek, dissociated from the
thought of an earthly parentage, and from the beginning and ending of
earthly life, belongs to the real and the true which lie behind all we see. It
springs out of eternity; to eternity it returns; when it rises before us we have
no thought of the boundaries of either space or time.”®
II. THE SUPERIORITY OF MECHIZEDEK'’S PRIESTHOOD TO AARON’S (vv.
4-10)
NOTE: Four points indicate the superiority.
A. HE TITHED ABRAHAM (vv. 4-5a)
Calvin aptly puts it, “Abraham who excels all others is himself inferior to
Melchizedek. Therefore, Melchizedek has the highest place of honour and
has precedence over all the Levites. This is proved by the fact that what
Abraham owed to God he paid into the hand of Melchizedek; thus by the
payment of tithes he admitted his inferiority.”’
B. HE BLESSED ABRAHAM (vv. 6b - 1)
This blessing is found in Gen. 14:18. Regarding this Alford writes, “It is
obvious that the axiom here laid down only holds good where the blessing
is a solemn and an official one, as of a father, or a priest; as was the case
here. In such cases the blesser standing in the place of God, and as so
standing is of superior dignity.”®
C. HIS PRIESTHOOD IS TYPICALLY PERMANENT (v. 8)
The Levitical priests were all characterized by one thing: They all died,
and had to be replaced. The point the writer is making is not that
Melchizedek never died, but rather the silence of Scripture on the matter is
meant here to tell us that the Melchizedek Priesthood is a living
Priesthood.
D. HE TITHED LEVI (vv. 9, 10)
When Abraham gave tithes to Melchizedek, he did so not only in his own
name but also in the name of his posterity. This would therefore prove
again the superiority of the Melchizedek priesthood to that of the Levitical.
FOR HE WAS STILL IN THE LOINS OF HIS FATHER WHEN MELCHIZEDEK



MET HIM. The argument, as Hughes points out, is a parallel to Rom. 5:12,
where Paul’s reasoning is of the same kind when he teaches, on the basis of
the solidarity of the human race in Adam, that when Adam sinned, all
sinned and that the death of Adam was the death of all (I Cor. 15:22). “It
may be affirmed, therefore,” concludes Hughes, “that Levi, WHO
RECEIVES TITHES - actually PAID TITHES THROUGH ABRAHAM. In this
historic encounter, then, what was established was not simply a precedent,
but a whole relationship, the significance of which is permanent; namely,
that the order of Melchizedek, fulfilled in Christ, is superior to the order of
Levi which with the advent of Christ is surpassed and superseded.”®

III. ORDER OF MELCHIZEDEK: THE PERFECTION OF CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD

(vv. 11-19)

NOTE: (1) Expounds Psalm 110:4 phrase by phrase
(2) Not every type is a type in every respect.

A. THE AARONIC PRIESTHOOD PROVIDES AN INFERIOR ACCESS (vv. 11-14)
Aaron’s ministry was provisional, not permanent; ineffectual, not effectual
(cf. 9:9; 10:2).

B. THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD PROVIDES A SUPERIOR PRIEST (vv. 15-17)
A priest whose ministry is rooted in the life and strength of God. He has
INDESTRUCTIBLE (Gk. AKATALUTOU, indissoluble, perpetual,
unconquerable) LIFE. “We see,” says Calvin, “how the eternity of the
priesthood is shown in Christ,”!°

C. THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD PROVIDES A SUPERIOR ACCESS (vv. 18,
19) The Old Testament access was provisional and incomplete: Oursis
permanent and complete, or, as the writer of Hebrews puts it, BETTER!
“The one priesthood,” wrote H.C.G. Moule, “is greater than the other in
respect of the finality, the permanence, the everlastingness, of the greater
Priest and of His office. He is what He is (His INDESTRUCTABLE LIFE). As
such, He is the Priest not of an introductory and transient COMMANDMENT,
but of that BETTER HOPE which (v. 19) has at last MADE PERFECT the
purpose and the promise, fulfilled the intention of eternal mercy, and
brought us, the people of this great covenant, absolutely nigh to God.”!!

IV. THE LORD HATH SWORN: THE PLEDGE OF CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD (vv.

20-22)

Christ’s priesthood is grounded in the oath, the purpose of love. God has vowed
with an unalterable oath. The Levitical priesthood could never have laid claim to
such a solemn affirmation as this. This is another indication of the superiority of the
Melchizedek priesthood.

NOTE: Bruce points out that this is the first occurrence of the term COVENANT in this
epistle, but the term is about to play such a central part in the argument to follow that
the whole epistle has been described as “The Epistle of the DIATHEKE,” i.e.
settlement.'?

V. APRIEST FOREVER: THE PERMANENCE OF CHRIST’S PRIESTHOOD (vv. 23-

25)

NOTE: (1) There is here, in the words of S. Lewis Johnson, a golden chain with three

beautiful links: endless life, priesthood and salvation.
(2) Contrast Israel’s priests in the past, the present, and that of Roman
Catholicism.

(Luther, referring to Rome’s priesthood, wrote in a way that only he could, “If

tonsures, consecrations, ointments, vestments made priests and bishops, then

Christ and His apostles were never priests or bishops!'?

NOTE: Mormonism boasts of having both an Aaronic and Melchizedek priesthood —




which is impossible. V. 24 states that only Christ has the Melchizedek
priesthood, and that He holds HIS PRIESTHOOD PERMANENTLY (Ck.
APARABATOS, lit. untransferable “The same ides in v. 3;” says Robertson, “God
placed Christ in this priesthood and no one else can step into it.”!*
A. THE EXTENT OF HIS SALVATION (v. 25)
B. THE OBJECTS OF HIS SALVATION (v. 25)
C. THE CAUSE OF HIS SALVATION (v. 25)
His death (implied) and His intercession. He gives His life then forever for us
(cf. Lesson 2, p. 3 and Lesson 5, pp. 1,2)

VI. THE CONCLUDING SUMMARY: A SON PERFECTED FOREVER (vv. 26-28)

NOTE: He has gloriously effective ministry FOR (Ck, GAR, conjunction) He is an

exalted priest, faithful to His covenant obligations
A. HIS PERSON (v. 26)
B. HIS PERFORMANCE (v. 27)
C. HIS PERFECTION (v. 28)
Dr. Saphir calls attention to two things in this chapter: How much saving we
need, and how well Christ can do it. His mediation must go low enough to reach
the cross, high enough to reach heaven and deep enough to enter into and
abide in our hearts.'®

CONCLUSIONS:
(1) First, there are three great ABLES in the book, but we have the greatest (v.

25) cf. 2:18; 4:15.
(2) Second, our response should be clear: Know Him as a perfected priest,
believe He is there for us, and trust His working.
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