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1 Cf. surferschurch.com/andskateboardchurch.com/ 
2 Http://www.banneroftruth.org/pages/articles/article_print.php?418 
3 Al Mohler, in a recent commentary on a lead article by Lisa Miller in Newsweek, “Are We a Nation of Hindus?”  correctly 
observed – “Another aspect of the story is this:  Many Americans have such a doctrineless understanding of Christianity 
that they do not even know what the Gospel is – not even remotely.  A greater tragedy is that so many who consider 
themselves Christians seem to share in this confusion.  Many observers who trace these trends see this doctrinal shift 
among Christians as a good development.  After all, if you hold to nothing more than a functional view of religion, this 
might seem to promise less conflict among religious believers.  But, if you believe that truth is essential to Christian faith, 
there is every reason to see these trends as nothing less than catastrophic.  Nothing less than our witness to the Gospel of 
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Christ is at stake.  Are we becoming a nation of Hindus?  Well, in this sense it appears we are.  The really urgent question 
is whether the Church will regain its theological sanity and evangelistic courage to resist this trend.  If not, being 
described as a nation of Hindus will be the least of our problems.”   http://www.albertmohler.com/blog_print.php?id=4336  
Over a decade ago, David Wells bemoaned this trend, “There is in present day evangelicalism a hunger for God but an 
aversion to theological definition of that experience.  There is a hunger for God but a disenchantment with dogma or 
doctrine.”   God In The Wasteland (Eerdmans, 1997) p. 99.  However, this very thing was actually celebrated in the cover 
story of Christianity Today: “Reaching the First Post-Christian Generation”  (12 September 1994, 18-23), especially page 
22, where we read “an emotional experience of God is more important than its theological content.”   The danger inherent 
in such a position, as C. S. Lewis pointed out (God in the Dock: Essays on Theology and Ethics [Eerdmans, 1970], 141), 
is that “religious experience can be made to yield almost any sort of God.”  

4 Klaas Runia, Reformation Today (The Banner of Truth, 1969) p. 34. 
5This analysis of trends in Church history is taken,  with my modifications, from 
http://religiousaffectionsministries.org/articles/worship/worship-cannot-be-touched-hebre.. 

6 Richard Phillips, Hebrews: Reformed Expository Commentary (P & R, 2006) p. 8. 
7 Philip E. Hughes, A Commentary on The Epistle to The Hebrews (Eerdmans, 1977) p. 53. 
8 What Luther Says: An Anthology II (Concordia, 1959) p. 739. 
9 J. Colquhoun, A Treatise on The Law and The Gospel (rpt. Soli Deo Gloria, 1999) pp. 56-59. 
10 M. Horton, Christless Christianity (Baker Books, 2008) p. 69. 
11 Samuel Petto, The Treat Mystery of The Covenant of Grace (rpt. Tentmaker Publications, 2008) p. 109.  He elsewhere 
declared, “Doubtless men are obliged, at all times, to let the streams of their love run towards God; to love him with all 
their heart, with all their soul, with all their mind, and to love their neighbour as themselves…the fulfilling of these is the 
keeping of the law.  Christians are under the law, but it is to Christ, 1 Cor. ix. 21.  They take it not from the hand of 
Moses, in its terror and rigour, but from the hand of Jesus Christ, who has redeemed from the curse of it”  (p. 72). 


