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he name Neville Chamberlain may not ring a bell with most people today, but to those of you who can
remember WWII he is a tragic figure. Chamberlain was the Prime Minister of Great Britain before Winston
Churchill. When he returned to London after meeting with Adolf Hitler in Munich, he announced that his
meeting with the Nazi leader had been a great success and uttered these now ill fated words, “I believe it is peace
for our time.” It was only a matter of days (Hitler invaded Czechoslovakia) before Chamberlain realized he had
been played the fool. In less than a year England was in an all out war with Germany. Chamberlain’s folly, tragic as it
was, does not out do the folly people commit when they naively assume that they have peace with God when in fact no
such peace exists (cf. Isa. 48:22; 57:21). This is indeed a fool’s peace. Hitler conned Chamberlain, and our sinful hearts
con us into thinking that our condition is ok, there’s no need to be concerned about our sins. It’s no big deal. This was
not the case with the Psalmist. We saw last week in examining Psalms 19:12; 119:9 - 16 and 141:3, 4 that the Psalmist saw
all too clearly the nature of his plight (cf. also the penitential Psalms we examined earlier in this series). “It is indwelling
sin,” wrote John Owen, “that both disenableth men unto and hinders them from believing, and that alone. Blindness of
mind, stubbornness of the will, sensuality of the affections, a// concur to keep poor perishing souls at a distance from
Christ. Men are made blind by sin, and cannot see his excellencies; obstinate, and will not lay hold of his righteousness:
senseless, and take no notice of their own eternal concernments.””
L THE GOD OF PEACE
Isa. 57:15 - 21 tells us that it is God who creates and establishes peace. To give vivid expression to this quality the
Lord is first described in His divine majesty. He is “the high and lofty One.” As is His throne, so is He (6:11). He
lives forever and is not subject to the twists and turns of earthly life. He is called “holy,” a word in which both His
superiority above the creature and His being separate from sin are expressed (cf. 6:3). This majestic God now makes
a statement in which He sums up all the riches of the grace bestowed on the godly. Again He first emphasizes His
divine superiority: He lives “in a high and holy place,” infinitely exalted above human beings (cf. 6:1; 18:4; 33:5)
and unapproachable to sinners (cf. 6:3, 5). Then follows the gracious word that He also lives “with him who is
contrite and lowly in spirit.” As is evident from the word “revive” of which the next line speaks, both words refer to
a life that is faint, nearly extinct, broken (cf. v. 16; 42:3), especially inwardly, for the revival is promised to the
“heart” and to the “spirit.” This state of mind is to be understood as a consequence of the anguish and distress into
which the people have been thrust by God’s afflicting hand, but even more as a description of their being broken in
strength in a purely natural sense. For these people are the same persons as they who made the Lord their refuge (v.
13b); hence the implication of these words is that, in contrast to the “wicked” referred to in verse 20, they have
allowed themselves to be humbled under the heavy hand of God. That the high God lives with such people (cf. Ps.
138:6) is to them a miracle of condescension. On the other hand, a high God and a lowly people go together well
because only a lowly people acknowledge His highness. The result of this indwelling is that it revives the spirit and
heart of the lowly and contrite; it serves to comfort and strengthen those who pine away in anxiety and self-
accusation and restores to them the experience of joy.

THE FLESH’S PEACE

Discerning true peace (God’s) from false peace is imperative. Here are some distinguishing characteristics of false

peace.

A. You Know It’s Your Flesh Talking When the Peace Comes and You Don’t Yet Abhor The Sin.
You know that the only remedy for your sin is the mercy of God through the blood of Christ. So when you
are wounded by sin and feel the alienation from God and his people, you look to Him for healing and quiet
your heart: “Everything will be fine. Christ died for my sins. All is forgiven. Praise God!” But if with this



your heart doesn’t swell with hatred of the sin that wounded you, the words of peace are your own and not
God’s. Owen warns, “The flesh would fain be indulged unto upon the account of grace, and every word
that is spoken of mercy, it stands ready to catch at and to pervert it, to its own corrupt aims and purposes.
To apply mercy, then, to a sin not vigorously mortified is to fulfill the end of the flesh upon the Gospel.”
Our faith can look to Christ in different ways, depending on the occasion. By faith we sometimes see his
holiness, sometimes his power, sometime his love. When we come to Christ for healing and peace, we look
to him as the One who was pierced, because “the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by
his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). When we see our bleeding Savior, we mourn and grieve
(Zechariah 12:10) because it was our sin that pierced him. It is only his punishment that gives us peace, so
when we look to him for peace, we must remember his pain. And we will detest our sin. Detesting sin is
not the same as dreading the consequences of it. Again, hear the words of John Owen, “When a man
fighteth against his sin only with arguments from the issue or the punishment due unto it, this is a sign that sin
hath taken great possession of the will, and that in the heart there is a superfluity of naughtiness. Such a
man as opposes nothing to the seduction of sin and lust in his heart but fear of shame among men or hell
from God, is sufficiently resolved to do the sin if there were no punishment attending it; which, what it
differs from living in the practice of sin, I know not. Those who are Christ’s, and are acted in their
obedience upon Gospel principles, have the death of Christ, the love of God, the detestable nature of sin,
the preciousness of communion with God, a deep-grounded abhorrency of sin as sin, to oppose to any
seduction of sin, to all the workings, strivings, fightings of lust in their hearts.”

You Know It’s Your Flesh Talking When Peace Comes Only By Logic. It’s possible, without the

work of the Spirit, to use naked reasoning to apply Scriptures to sooth your conscience. In your tormented
conscience you could turn to Isaiah 55:7 and you could conclude that God is speaking to you in this verse
and has turned his anger away from you. And having done this, you could be dead wrong. The words of
peace could be spoken from the flesh with none of God in them. “But wait a minute,” you object. “This is
the way the Spirit speaks, using his holy Word to refresh and heal us. How can | know when I’'m just
talking to myself?” Good question. For one thing, if you are God’s child, He will not let you wander far in
a delusion (Psalm 25:9). The peace you give yourself won’t last long. Another way to tell the difference is
that “reasoned peace” comes quickly, but God over and over in his Word tells us to wait on him (cf. Ps.
130:6). Self-healers are usually in a hurry, and can’t wait on the Lord. Another difference is that “reasoned
peace” doesn’t give sweetness and contentment to the soul. When God speaks there is not only bare truth
that satisfies the mind, but a power that settles the affections. But the worst difference is that “reasoned
peace” doesn’t change your life. When God declares peace, He turns his people away from their sin.

You Know It’s Your Flesh Talking When You Take Peace Lightly. How easy it is to treat sin and
forgiveness as an everyday thing—and yet how dangerous. “They dress the wound of my people as though
it were not serious. “Peace, peace,” they say, when there is no peace” (Jeremiah 6:14). “Just a glance of
faith is all it takes,” the flesh says. “Just a look over the shoulder at a few precious promises, and all is
well.” But the Word of God is worthless to your conscience if you don’t look intently into it with faith
(Hebrews 4:2). If you shop for peace with God the way you get dinner at McDonald’s, you’ll just as quickly
find that it isn’t true peace. Your sin will overwhelm you again before you know it.

You Know It’s Your Flesh Talking When Peace Is Selective. If you humble yourself before God

and seek his healing peace about your stealing from your employer by playing games on your computer all
day at work, yet don’t seek his peace about your hot temper with your children, any peace you find will be
clouds in your coffee.

THE PEACE OF GOD

“My sheep know my voice” (John 10:4). Christ’s faithful lambs know his voice because they are used to the sound
of it. Because they commune with him often and hunger for the words that fall from his lips, they recognize the
tone and rhythm of his precious words. They can tell at once whether he or a stranger is declaring peace. They
know his voice because it speaks good to their souls. His word of peace humbles souls, cleanses from guilt,
transforms lives, melts their hearts, and endears Christ to them. When you hear Christ speaking peace to your soul,
you can rest in his comfort. But your flesh will grow sickly and pale, drained of its power by a renewed taste of
God’s mercy in Christ’s blood.

CONCLUSION: I close with these words of Owen, “When men do truly ‘look upon Christ whom they have pierced,’
without which there is no healing or peace, they will ‘mourn,” Zech. 12:10; they will mourn for him, even upon this account,
and detest the sin that pierced him. When we go to Christ for healing, faith eyes him peculiarly as one pierced. Faith takes
several views of Christ, according to the occasions of address to him and communion with him that it hath. Sometimes it
views his holiness, sometimes his power, sometimes his love, (sometimes) his favour with his Father. And when it goes for
healing and peace, it looks especially on the blood of the covenant, on his sufferings; for ‘with his stripes we are healed, and
the chastisement of our peace was upon him,’ Tsa. 53:5. When we look for healing, his stripes are to be eyed—not in the
outward story of them, which is the course of popish devotionists, but in the love, kindness, mystery, and design of the cross;
and when we look for peace, his chastisements must be in our eye. Now this, T say, if it be done according to the mind of
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God, and in the strength of that Spirit which is poured out on believers, it will beget a detestation of that sin or sins for which
healing and peace is sought.””

ENDNOTES

! John Owen, “On Indwelling Sin in Believers” in his Works VI (rpt. Banner of Truth, 1974), p. 308. As in last
week’s sermon, the substance of this message has been distilled from this masterful work of John Owen, with
due acknowledgement also to Kris Lundgaard for his analysis of Owen in The Enemy Within: Straight Talk About
the Power and Defeat of Sin (P & R, 1998). Lundgaard is helpful, but there is no substitute for reading Owen
directly.
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