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1 Delphi was inhabited since Mycenaean times (14th – 11th c. B.C.) by small settlements who were dedicated to the Mother 
Earth deity.  The worship of Apollo as the god of light, harmony, and order was established between the 11th and 9th 
centuries.  Slowly over the next five centuries the sanctuary grew in size and importance.  During the 8th c. B.C. Delphi 
became internationally known for the Oracular powers of Pythia—the priestess who sat on a tripod, inhaled ethylene 
gasses, and muttered incomprehensible words that foretold the future.  The ancient people of the Mediterranean had such 
faith in Pythia’s view of the future that no major decision was made without consulting the Oracle of Delphi first.  Greek 
and foreign dignitaries, heads of state, and common folk made the pilgrimage to the Delphi sanctuary, and paid great 
sums for Pythia’s oracles.  Since the sanctuary only served the public a few days over nine months out of the year, great 
sums were paid by the more affluent ones in order to bypass the long line of pilgrims.  http://ancient-
greece.org/history/delphi.html 

2 The Barna Group, as cited in “Christians Parent No Different than ‘World,’”  WorldNetDaily.com, March 3, 2005, online 
at http://www.wnd.com/news/article.asp?ARTICLE_ID=43128. 

3 For more on Barna, see my sermon series The Local Church (July 19 – Oct. 11, 2009). 
4 I owe this snippet to the always insightful http://remonstrans.net/ 
5 As cited by G. L. W. Johnson in Whatever Happened to The Reformation? Eds. G. L. W. Johnson and R. F. White (P & 

R, 2000) p. 21. 
6 J. B. Mayor, The Epistle of St. Jude and the Second Epistle of St. Peter (rpt. Klock & Klock, 1978), p. 101. 
7 J. C. Ryle, Holiness, (rpt. Evangelical Press, 1956) p. 17. 
8 M. Lloyd-Jones, Expository Sermons on II Peter (Banner of Truth trust, 1983), p. 56. 
9 Ibid, p. 57.  Listen to the advice of the old Scot, John Brown:  “There is something very far wrong in a Christian teacher’s 

estimation of his duties and responsibilities if he can be heard, even for a very few Sabbaths in succession, without 
putting his hearers in mind of the great elementary principles of Christian faith and duty, by which both saints and 
sinners are most likely to be stirred up—the things whereby men live, and in which is the life of the soul.”   II Peter: 
Parting Counsels (rpt. Banner of Truth Trust, 1980), p. 163. 


