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ENDNOTES 

1 Richard Muller explains; foedus operum:  covenant of works; viz., the first covenant made by God with man, instituted 
before the fall when man was still in the status integritatis and capable of perfect obedience.  The doctrine of the foedus 
operum assumes that Adam and Eve knew the moral law either as the lex paradisiacal revealed by God.  Some of the 
Reformed go so far as to find in the tree of life (arbor vitae) and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (arbor 
scientiae boni et mali) sacramental sings of the grace available, on condition of obedience, to the first pair under the 
covenant of works.  Since, moreover, the trees, and therefore the commands to eat and not eat, have a broad federal 
significance, the Reformed invariably interpret the violation of the covenant of works as more than a violation of a 
simple token command not to eat, indeed, as a violation of the entire lex moralis.  The Lutherans, who do not argue a 
foedus operum, tend to argue that violation of the divine command was only mediately a violation of the whole moral 
law and, immediately, a violation of a test that demanded the same obedience if not the explicit behavior stipulated by 
the moral law.  Dictionary of Latin and Greek Theological Terms (Baker, 1986) p. 122. 

2 M. G. Kline, Kingdom Prologue: Genesis Foundations For a Covenantal Worldview (Two Age Press, 2000) p. 1. 
3 Available at http://www.westminstershortercatechism.net/CovofWorks.html. 
4 M. G. Kline, “Covenant Theology Under Attack,”  available at http://www.opc.org/new_horizons/Kline_cov_theo.html. 
5 G. P. Waters, “Romans 10:5 and The Covenant of works”  in The Law is Not of Faith, eds. B. D. Estelle, J. V. Fesko and 

D. VanDrunen, (P & R, 2009) p. 230. 
6 Wilhelmus á Brakel The Christian’s Reasonable Service, vol. 1, trans.  Bartel Elshout (Morgan: Soli Deo Gloria, 1992), 

p. 355. 
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8 Lee Irons, “Redefining Merit: An Examination of Merdith G.Kline to Reformed Systematics”  in Creator, Redeemer, 
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p. 25. 


