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Series: Reformation Sunday  Pastor/Teacher 
Number: 1  Gary L. W. Johnson 
Text: Psalm 130   
Date: October 25, 2009 (a.m.)   
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lCK7OS_=K�JLK7M=|¬u&M-`V|�E]Z=JLU&`3Z"^S^ |�OQN&M=E&JLOSpQ|¬l�O JLK�JLK7M�_"Z,PVM�X&p1Y1M=E:OSE�T,M=E7M-`3Z"^R��©RJ�Z=o&o7M"Z=`3P�JRX¬JLK7M=Y�JRX�pLX7PRJLM-`5Z¬Y>X,`cnOQN
o&`AM"X&_=_=U&o7Z=JLOQX&E@lCO JLK1pLZ"U7^ JRP�lCK7OS_=K>Z=`AM9OSE@o]Z=`VJ�Z=J ^SM"Z"PRJ�X&E7^ |@pLZ"E7_=OSM"N*��©RJ�N7X&M"P$PV_=Z"E&J¯®°U]PRJLOS_=M,a7Z,P�JLK7M-|�JLK7OSE7r]a,JRX�JLK7MCN&OQT,E7O JQ|1X7p
K7U7Y>Z"E�E]Z=JLU&`AM,a6lCO JLK�O JRP�M-JRK7OS_"Z"^�M=E]N7X,lCY1M=E&JRP�Z"E]N¬_=Z-o]Z"_=O JLOSM"P�pLX,`\PVM=^SpQjQOSY@o&`3X,u&M=Y1M=E&JA��©RJ@o&`AM"PVM=E&JRP3aCZ,P>JLK7M-|�u&OSM-l�OSJAa
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1 Cf. Martin Luther most famous work The Bondage of The Will (translated by J. I. Packer and D. R. Johnston, Revell, 
1957), which was written in response to Erasmus and his book Discussion Concerning Free-will.. 

2 This letter can be found in Selected Works of John Calvin: Tracts and Letters I, eds. Henry Beveridge and Jules Bonnet 
trans. by H. Beveridge (rpt. Baker Book House (1998) p. 52.  It was later reprinted in a single volume, A Reformation 
Debate: Sadoleto’s Letter to the Genevans and Calvin’s Reply, ed. J.C. Olin (Baker, 1966), p. 78. 

3 The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield VII (rpt. Baker Book House, 1981) p. 132. 
4 When the Reformer wrote this hymn at the close of 1523, confessing sin no longer meant to him what it formerly had.  To 

be sure, the Scriptural understanding Luther had attained did not make sin less damnable.  But now he could smile through 



�

his tears when he said: “ I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord;”  for he could add with the psalmist, “Thou 
forgavest me the iniquity of my sin” (Ps. 32:5).  Cf. What Luther Says I, ed. Ewald Plass (Concordia, 1959), p. 326. 

5 The Works of John Owen VI (rpt. Banner of Truth, 1967), p. 395.  He also said, “He who is not acquainted with God’s 
holiness and purity knows not sin’s desert and sinfulness, knows nothing of forgiveness”  (p. 394). 

6 W. Plumer, The Grace of Christ (rpt. Odom Publications, 1989), p. 201.  He adds, “Nor is this gift ever revoked by God.  
When he forgives, he forgives for ever.  He, who is once pardoned, never again comes under the curse of the law.  Upon 
new provocations men sometimes revive old controversies.  Not so God.  Sin once pardoned by him is done with for ever.  
He has cast it behind his back and will not return to search for it.  Forgiveness of sins that are past is a sure pledge that 
future sins shall not have a condemning power.”  

7 Derek Kidner, Psalms 73-150: A Commentary (IVP, 1975), p. 446. 
8 Owen, op. cit., p. 331. 
9 “Without this holiness of God, sin has no meaning and grace has no point, for it is God’s holiness that gives to the one its 

definition and to the other its greatness.  Without the holiness of God, sin is merely human failure but not failure before 
God, in relation to God.  It is failure without the standard by which we know it to have fallen short.  It is failure without the 
presumption of guilt, failure without retribution, failure without any serious moral meaning.  And without the holiness of 
God, grace is no longer grace because it does not arise from the dark clouds of judgment that obscured the cross and 
exacted the damnation of the Son in our place.  Furthermore, without holiness grace loses its meaning as grace, a free gift 
of the God who, despite his holiness and because of his holiness, has reconciled sinners to himself in the death of his Son.  
And without holiness, faith is but a confidence in the benevolence of life, or perhaps merely confidence in ourselves.  Sin, 
grace, and faith are emptied of any but a passing meaning if they are severed from their roots in the holiness of God.”   
David Wells, God in The Wasteland (Eerdmans 1994) p. 144. 

10 The expression, “kept a record of sins,”  is used of God “observing sin”  (Job 10:14; 14:16-17) and of “keeping”  anger 
(Jeremiah 3:5; Psalm 103:9).  Psalm 90:8 captures this as well:  “You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in 
the light of your presence.”  

11 Old Thomas Adams wrote, “There can be no repenting, asking forgiveness, or desiring a change, upon a general confused 
apprehension of our unworthiness.  We can only come to Christ with a catalogue of our sins in our hands: and if the Holy 
Spirit does not assist in drawing it up, we shall omit a hundred times more than we set down.  Till we have a full belief and 
apprehension of the scripture doctrine of the remission of sins, we are under a kind of necessity of denying, extenuating, 
and explaining away the guilt of them; and this seals up in blindness, impenitence, and hardness of heart.”   Private 
Thoughts on Religion (rpt. International Outreach Inc. 2000) p. 78. 

12 The Complete Works of William Bates II (rpt. Sprinkle, 1990), p. 13.  In similar language J. C. Ryle wrote: “Will you trust 
in your own repentance and amendment?  You are very sorry for the past.  You hope to do better for time to come.  You 
hope God will be merciful.  Alas, if you lean on this, you have nothing beneath you but a broken reed?  The judge does not 
pardon the thief because he is sorry for what he did.  Today’s sorrow will not wipe off the score of yesterday’s sins.  It is 
not an ocean of tears that would ever cleanse an uneasy conscience and give it peace.”   Old Paths (rpt. James Clark, 1972), 
p. 185. 

13 Cf. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament II, eds. R.L. Harris, G.L. Archer, Jr., B.K. Waltke (Moody, 1980), p. 626. 
14 H. Martin, The Atonement (rpt. Knox Press Edinburgh 1976) p. 173. 
15 John Calvin, Commentary On the Book of Psalms V (rpt. Eerdmans, 1945), p. 133. 
16 The Hebrew word P� SHÀ is used repeatedly in the Old Testament of rebellion against God’s law and covenant.  It points 
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